
Explanation of the 2010 ZIP Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) to County Relationship File: 

The 2010 ZIP Code Tabulation Area (ZCTA) to County Relationship File provides relationships between 
the 2010 ZCTAs and the 2010 county or county equivalents.  Each record in the relationship file 
represents one polygon that is formed when the 2010 ZCTAs overlay the county or county equivalents.  
This file represents intersections of geography only.  In situations where there is a county or county 
equivalent, but no ZCTA exists, the records are not included in this file.  It is important to note that all 
population and housing unit figures given in the file are from the 2010 Census. 

Explanation of ZCTA to County Relationship File:  Example 1 

In this example, ZCTA 85609 is highlighted in yellow below and falls wholly within county 04003, 
which is outlined in black.  Therefore, there is only one corresponding record in the relationship file.  
The 2010 population for this relationship record is 392 (POPPT) and is equal to the 2010 Census 
population of 392 for ZCTA 85609 (ZPOP).  Likewise, the 2010 Census housing unit count for both 
the relationship record (HUPT) and the ZCTA (ZHU) is 271.  Therefore, the percentage of the total 
population of ZCTA 85609 represented by the relationship record (ZPOPPCT) is 100.  Although 
ZCTA 85609 falls entirely within County 04003, County 04003 contains many different ZCTAs.  The 
2010 Census population living in County 04003 is 131,346 (COPOP) but the percentage of the total 
population of County 04003 that lives within ZCTA 85609 and is represented by the relationship 
record (COPOPPCT) is 0.3. 

Field Value 
ZCTA5 85609 
STATE 04 
COUNTY 003 
GEOID 04003 
POPPT 392 
HUPT 217 
AREAPT 337420384 
AREALANDPT 337286884 
ZPOP 392 
ZHU 271 
ZAREA 337420384 
ZAREALAND 337286884 
COPOP 131346 
COHU 59041 
COAREA 16106089107 
COAREALAND 15969063883 
ZPOPPCT 100 
ZHUPCT 100 
ZAREAPCT 100 
ZAREALANDPCT 100 
COPOPPCT 0.3 
COHUPCT 0.37 
COAREAPCT 2.09 
COAREALANDPCT 2.11 



 



Explanation of ZCTA to County Relationship File:  Example 2 

In this example, ZCTA 85602 is highlighted below in yellow and falls in two counties:  04003 and 
04019, which are outlined in black.  Therefore, there are two corresponding records in the relationship 
file.  The first record describes the relationship between ZCTA 85602 and County 04003.  The 2010 
Census population living within ZCTA 85602 is 9,464 (ZPOP) but only 8,533 (POPPT) also live within 
County 04003.  This represents 90.16% of the total population (ZPOPPCT) for ZCTA 85602.  
Furthermore, out of the total population living within County 04003, 6.5% (COPOPPCT) live within 
ZCTA 85602.  The second record describes the relationship between ZCTA 85602 and county 04019.  
The 2010 Census population living with ZCTA 85602 and in county 04019 is 931 (POPPT) and 
represents 9.84% of the total population (ZPOPPCT) for ZCTA 85602.  Furthermore, 0.09% of the 
total population within county 04019 also lives in ZCTA 85602 (COPOPPCT). 

Field Value 1 Value 2 
ZCTA5 85602 85602 
STATE 04 04 
COUNTY 003 019 
GEOID 04003 04019 
POPPT 8533 931 
HUPT 4621 428 
AREAPT 1484510637 453847059 
AREALANDPT 1483757595 453847059 
ZPOP 9464 9464 
ZHU 5049 5049 
ZAREA 1938357696 1938357696 
ZAREALAND 1937604654 1937604654 
COPOP 131346 980263 
COHU 59041 440909 
COAREA 16106089107 23799649464 
COAREALAND 15969063883 23794311939 
ZPOPPCT 90.16 9.84 
ZHUPCT 91.52 8.48 
ZAREAPCT 76.59 23.41 
ZAREALANDPCT 76.58 23.42 
COPOPPCT 6.5 0.09 
COHUPCT 7.83 0.1 
COAREAPCT 9.22 1.91 
COAREALANDPCT 9.29 1.91 



 


